RELIGION AND PRACTICALITY
hold, ought to be looked upon as the most intimate expression of the moral and national feeling of a people. What is the meaning of that?"
The way in which he answered this question and the many subsequent ones, as well as the tone of voice and the decisive gesture of the hands, gave the impression of a mind which has successfully striven to achieve its own internal clarity, with the result that now it does not tolerate any haziness in regard to these critical problems, and thus it can express itself all the more simply and clearly.
"For me," he began, "Jesus is religion. I have formed a very definite idea of Him from the gospels and ancient writings and I have adopted His supreme commandment as my rule of life. It has two poles: Love God and love the neighbour. Theoretical theology and ethics, practical worship and morality. I place the life of Jesus before me. He works from early morning until evening for the people with whom He is acquainted. He gives bread to one. He heals another. To a third He says something. He works. Thereby He is conscious to Himself that He is one with His God. Very few ceremonies and no hair-splitting of the learned scribes, no logical demonstrations. He does not pray in public, not
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